Business-as-usual is no more an option on the table for biodiversity conservation. Disruptive 26 transformation at both policy and polity levels are pressing needs. The possibilities presented by 27 the current wave of information and communication technology can act as travelators to meet the 28 conservation targets. Here, we introduce twin concepts of biodiversity clock and conservation 29 triangle that posit as convergence plane to seamlessly consolidate ongoing discrete efforts and 30 convey real-time biodiversity information in a lucid schematic form. In its present form, the 31 biodiversity clock depicts 12 ecological and 6 biophysical components. The universal 32 consistency in clock-reading facilitates the biodiversity clock to be read and interpreted 33 identically across the world. A ternary plot of the International Union of Conservation of Nature 34 (IUCN) species conservation status is presented as the conservation triangle. Together, the 35 biodiversity clock and the conservation triangle are invaluable in strategizing biodiversity 36 conservation, post-2020. Leveraged smartly, they make possible pre-emptive intervention for 37 biodiversity conservation. 38 Introduction 40 Biological diversity is a strategic investment made by nature that ensures perpetual competition 41 and progressive improvement of life forms. Individual species, like entrepreneurs, scout for 42 opportunities (niches) within and beyond their native habitats. Successful entrepreneurs acquire 43 more niches, gain a competitive edge, and become keystone assets. The synchronized orchestra 44 of different life forms generates value-added (ecosystem) services. As an immaculate 45 bandmaster, nature has designed seamless ways to ensure cooperative-competition among 3 46 different species. However, unlike the notion of collective action in human societies [1], 47
Field surveys were carried out in February 2019. We confined our study to tree species and 148 included only those that measured a minimum 1-foot diameter at breast height (DBH). Since the 149 extent of the sacred groves was small, total enumeration was adopted for the tree inventory. 150 Irrespective of habit, the number of invasive plant species within the groves were recorded. The 151 approximate length and width of each grove from its center were recorded as the semi-major and 152 semi-minor axis (a, b) in Kilometer (km), respectively. The coordinates of the geometric center 153 of each grove were also noted. 154 The spreadsheet template for ground data collection used for this study is shared as S1 File. The 155 technical simplicity of the attributes in the spreadsheet was purposely ensured for easy replication. The canopy gap at each site was estimated from hemispherical images ( Fig 2) taken
The key to interpreting the biodiversity clock is illustrated in The three classes, LC, VU, and EN, were depicted on the hour, minute, and second hand of the 214 biodiversity clock, respectively. The time displayed on the biodiversity clock was arrived at by 215 rescaling the proportion of LC, VU, and EN classes to 0 to 360 degrees. The angle subtended by 216 each hand is the product of its corresponding proportion with 2π, measured clockwise from a 217 hypothetical radius to the 12-hour mark on the dial.
218
The conversion of population proportion to time representation is explained below.
219
Let S be the total number of tree species, PLC, PVU, and PEN be the corresponding proportions 
The proportion of tree species in the three IUCN conservation classes (PLC, PVU, PEN) were 281 represented using a ternary plot to arrive at the conservation triangle. The number of tree species proportion of VU and EN tree species increases from 0 to100 from and , respectively. The
293
R code used to create the conservation triangle is provided in S3 File.
294

Results
295
Biological and Ecophysical variables 296 The biodiversity and eco-physical variables of the sacred groves, computed by the system, were 297 presented in The presence of endemic species within the groves was expressed as its proportion in the 307 respective IUCN classes (LC, VU, and EN) . The proportion of endemic tree species in EN class 308 (PeEN) at KSA and EDK was 0.5 and 0.67, respectively. The proportion of endemic tree species 309 in the VU class (PeVU) at KSA and EDK was 0.5 and 0.29, respectively. One and two-eighths
